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the most extensive areas occurring in Asia,
Africa and Australia. The Sahara, the most
widely known, extends across Africa from
east to west, between the twentieth and thir-
tieth parallels of north latitude. Continuing
eastward is the Arabian Desert and the great
Desert of Gobi in Asia. The Kalahari Desert
occupies a large region in South Africa be-
tween the Zambesi and the Orange and Lim-
popo rivers. In the central part of Australia
is also a large desert region. Another occurs
in the northern part of Chile in South Amer-
ica. In the United States there is a chain of
similar arid regions lying between the Rocky
and the Sierra Nevada mountains and ex-
tending from Mexico into Canada.
DES MOINES, iowa, the capital and
largest city of the state and the county seat
of Polk County, is slightly south of the geo-
graphical center of the state, 170 miles west
of the Mississippi River. Eight railroads
meet at Des Moines : the Chicago, Rock Island
& Pacific, the Chicago & Northwestern, the
Chicago Great Western, the Chicago, Mil-
waukee, St. Paul & Pacific, the Chicago,
Burlington & Quiney, the Minneapolis & St.
Louis, the Wabash, and the Fort Dodge, Des
Moines & Southern. Airway service is pro-
vided at the Municipal airport. Motor truck
and bus lines connect with other cities.
The State Capitol stands on a hill in the
east part of the city, surrounded by a park of
85 acres, beautifully landscaped and con-
taining several wonderful monuments. Ad-
joining it is the state historical building,
containing historical relies and a museum.
Des Moines' Civic Center is one of the show
places of the nation. It is situated in a land-
scaped park along the Des Moines River. On
one side are the city hall, the Municipal Court
building and the Federal Court building. On
the opposite side of the river are the post
office, the Des Moines public library and the
Coliseum, a hall, seating 10,000 people.
Des Moines is the home of Drake Univer-
sity, maintaining departments of arts and
sciences, law, education, commerce and fine
arts, and of the Des Moines Still College of
Osteopathy.
The city is governed by a system of munic-
ipal administration known as the "Des
Moines Plan," which is a modified form of
the commission plan (see commission form
of government). All the city affairs are
handled by a council of five men, each of
whom is in charge of a special department.
 The initiative and referendum are embodied
in the Des Moines Plan,
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Des Moines is a leader in the United States
in the distribution of farm implements, and
is the great wholesale center for the state.
The important manufactures include meat
packing, proprietary medicines and cosmetics,
garments, flour, furn-
iture, brick, tile and
cement, farm imple-
ments and accessories,
furnaces, foundry
and machine-shop
products. In printing*
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and publishing—especially of agricultural
periodicals—Des Moines leads the nation. It
also contains the home offices of several large
insurance companies.
The history of the city dates from the es-
tablishment of Fort Des Moines in 1843, to
protect the rights of the Sacs and Foxes.
White settlers came and in 1846 the town of
Fort Des Moines was laid out. A new charter
was adopted in 1852, and the prefix Fort
dropped from the name of the city. On Feb.
16, 1857, the state capitol was moved from
Iowa City to Des Moines, to secure a more
central location. Population 1930, 142,559.

DES MOINES RIVER, an important
river in Iowa, formed by the meeting of two
streams in Humboldt County. It flows
south-southeast through Iowa, through a rich
agricultural region, to a point about four
miles below Keokuk, and then empties into
the Mississippi River, The affluents are the
Raccoon, North, Middle, South and Boone
rivers. Its length is estimated at 500 miles,
and it drains an area of over 14,000 square
miles. Des Moines, Fort Dodge and Ottumwa
are the principal cities on its banks.

